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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR JUNE 25, 2021 

 
  
 
BMV’s COVID Grace Period Expires Soon 

Ohioans whose driver’s license, ID, or vehicle registrations expired since 
March 9, 2020, have less than a week to renew.   The BMV issued a grace 
period on March 9, 2020, allowing people to postpone renewals due to the 
pandemic.    

If your license, tags or registration are expired, you have until Thursday, 
July 1, to renew.  The state will start holding drivers accountable starting July 
2.   

The BMV said that there are approximately 100,000 driver licenses and 221,000 vehicle 
registrations that need to be renewed by July 1 – no exceptions.   They are urging people to 
renew early to avoid long lines and delays.     

Drivers can complete many transactions online or use the Get in Line, Online virtual queuing 

program at BMV.Ohio.gov.  Learn more at https://bit.ly/3gKlcHI. 

 

One More Day of Deals  

You have one more day to shop at 

the first City-Wide Garage Sale 

on Saturday, June 26.   

Interested shoppers can download 

a list of the addresses, items, and a 

map from the City’s website. 

Printed copies of the garage sale map and directory are also available at the Civic Center.   

 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org
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Chance to Win $100 

Residents are invited to “celebrate their Independence” 

this July 4 by entering the Spirit of Patriotism Home 

Decorating Contest.    The two homes with the best 

patriotic displays will each win a $100 gift card.  

To enter, email your name, address, phone number and a 

photo of your home to July4thIndy@gmail.com by next 

Thursday, July 1.   Judging will be done by City staff, and 

the winners will be announced on Monday, July 5th on the 

City’s website and Facebook page.   More information is 

available on the website.  

 

 

Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for June 25, 2021 here.  

 

 

Congratulations, Safety Town Grads 

There were plenty of proud parents and grandparents at this morning’s Safety Town 

Graduation ceremonies at the Independence Primary School.   

A total of 60 children earned Certificates of Graduation on Friday.   The program was taught by 

Kindergarten Teacher Patty Kandzer, Sgt Brad Borowy, School Resource Officer for the upper 

grades, Patrolman Kevin Repicky, who is in charge of Safety Town and the School Resource 

Officer for the primary school.    

 

 

mailto:July4thIndy@gmail.com
https://www.independenceohio.org/news_detail_T49_R152.php
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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Field House Fun  

A Cleveland Cavaliers Youth Basketball Camp was held at the Field House this week making it 

the first post-pandemic event at the facility.  Nearly 80 children and instructors and Sir CC 

participated in the three-day event on June 14-16. 
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Summer Concerts 

The tunes and the temperatures were perfect for the two summer concerts on Public Square 

this week.    

On Wednesday, June 23, the Community Band performed on the bandstand and 

Independence Music Department provided refreshments.  On Thursday, Juke Box Heroes 

rocked the crowd on Public Square.   
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Next Thursday, July 1 the summer concert will move to Elmwood 

Park and the U-10 Soccer Field where Independence’s own Kurt 

Freeman will perform.   Earlier this month Freeman released his 

first music video. 

Last summer Freeman presented two summer concerts at Elmwood 

Park to crowds of fans.   The Wrap It Up food truck will be near the 

Kiwanis Pavilion.  

 

Fun in the Sun 

It was a busy second week of Summer Camp for 36 Adventure Campers and the 83 Junior and 

Senior Campers.  Each day started with the campers and counselors participating in the Walker 

and Runner’s program from 8-9 AM.   The campers enjoyed playing outside making oversized 

bubbles, tie dyed shirts, and visiting the playground and fairy houses. 

Independence Primary School Art Instructor Mike Gruber presented a hands-on, 3-D science 

beaker project and taught the Junior and Senior Campers about different potions to put into 

beakers. 

Internationally recognized magician Rick Smith presented an incredible magic show that 
amazed all the campers.  Smith lives in northeast Ohio and has performed on numerous 
national television programs including, America’s Got Talent.  
 

 

 

 

Over at the Field House, the Recreation staff installed the shade structure over the playground. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kurtfreemanmusic/videos/3026761760973659/
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Mayor Kurtz’s SwiftReach message for June 25, 2021 can be downloaded here. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update email by sending your name and email address to: 
CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-499
http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-499
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